Wroclaw Review of Law, Administration & Economics [Vol 6:2 instances when victimhood became a legally protected value used to justify limitations of free speech and academic research. The fourth paper by Aleksandra Kustra is entitled The Polish Constitutional Court and Political "Refolution" after 1989: Between Continuity and Discontinuity of the Constitutional Narrative. The author also continues the topic of the role of the past in the law, observing that 'regardless of the stage of the political transition, both the constitutioncreators and the constitutional judiciary tend to distance themselves from the past'. As an example, she cites the case-law of the Polish Constitutional Court. Nonetheless, on the basis of an in-depth analysis she comes to the conclusion that this case-law actually 'reveals salient elements of continuity that blot the white sheet of the brand new constitutional narration'.
In The aim of his paper is to propose a typology of dimensions of continuity (or discontinuity) of law which would allow to compare different legal cultures, areas of law and legal systems. The paper focuses on the following dimensions: structure of the law, conceptual framework, fundamental principles, legal institutions and rules.The theoretical framework proposed in the paper is illustrated by references to Polish private law following the 1989 transformation.
The remaining papers in this special issue are devoted to specific legal issues, viewed from the angle of continuity/discontinuity, nonetheless in the context of specific (doctrinal) areas of research into law. Thus, Katarzyna Bomba analyses Union Solidarity in Eastern and Central Europe Using the Example of Poland. She examines the extent of union solidarity in post-communist European countries from the example of Poland with a particular focus on the impact of the 1989 transformation. She concludes that instead of seeking to modify the model of bargaining or replacing trade unions with other forms of employee representations, one should rather prefer the option of strengthening the social position of trade unions through improving the existing legal framework. The paper by Ewa Wójcicka is concerned with The Right of Petition in the Republic of Poland -New Challenges and New Solutions. Dr Wójcicka's paper aims at presenting and analysing the legal views of the petition right specified expressly in Article 63 of the Polish Constitution. In the first instance her article concentrates on the review of petitioning genesis in Europe and the functions of this right. Then, she discusses the process of restoration of the institution of petition in the Polish legal system, the prevailing conceptions of the petition right, and then subjective and objective scope of the right of petition. post-1989 Poland. The author points out that as a result of the political transformation of 1989 a number of new public administration bodies were established in Poland, observing that the transformation 'sort of forced the public administration to adjust to the new "reality" by performing public tasks which had not been stipulated by the law' of the period of Actually Existing Socialism. Therefore, the legislature resorted to legal borrowing, introducing into Polish law a number of legal transplants from Western law. In Bieś-Srokosz's opinion, however, this legal borrowing 'was done hastily and inconsistently' which she subjects to a thorough critique in her paper.
The final paper included in the volume was written by Jacek Srokosz and is devoted to Marketisation of Universities and Legal Education in Poland: The Balance 25 Years after the Transformation. Srokosz discusses two opposing paradigms of legal education -the humanist approach and the practical approach in the context of marketisation which occurred after Poland's transformation from Actually Existing Socialism to capitalism in 1989.
We hope that this special issue of the Wroclaw Review of Law, Administration and Economics will be well received and will constitute a starting point for further discussion on the legal identity of Central Europe as a space of legal culture, especially in the context of its common legal traditions and common elements of today's legal life.
